
What is an  

INFOGRAPHIC? 

Infographics are visual representations of 

information, data, or knowledge. Infographics can 

be used to present complex concepts quickly and 

clearly to the general population. 



• Are an easy way to present and understand 

complicated concepts 

• Dynamically combine words and pictures in 

ways that are visually appealing 

• Are able to stand alone 

• Help to reveal and communicate new 

information 

• Are universally understood 

Using Infographics as a 

Communication Tool 
They: 



 

A GRAPHIC VISUAL REPRESENTATION OF  

 

 

 

INFORMATION  DATA  KNOWLEDGE  

 

Intended to present complex 

information quickly and clearly.  



Simply put, an  

infographic is… 



We realized a 

long time ago 

that IMAGES are 

an effective way 

to communicate. 

We have used imagery to 

communicate for centuries.  



Infographics 

first appeared in 

newspapers, but 

are now much 

more common 

and widely used. 



Why do 
infographics 
work? 

We are swimming in a world of data and information 

wherever we go - be it marketing, social media, or health 

recommendations, etc.  

 

It’s hard enough trying to process this information, let 

alone competing to have your data seen in this vast 

ocean.  

 

We need ways to effectively communicate vast amounts 

of information. Infographics are an excellent way to help 

with this. 



Infographics are 

easy to share on 

social media. 

We understand 

pictures easier 

than words. 



Visuals can also 

overcome cultural 

and language 

barriers.  



Follow this link to view this infographic: 

http://neomam.com/interactive/13reasons/  

 

http://neomam.com/interactive/13reasons/


Creating Your Own Infographics 

1. Decide what information, data, &/or 
knowledge you want to share 
 

2. Research infographics related to your 
topic & note the design elements used 
 

3. Get your own ideas on paper & begin 
brainstorming concepts 
 

4. Start designing! 



Remember your first idea is just a 

starting point 



For example:  Halifax Food Counts  

        

First draft 

Second draft 

Starting points 

The Evolution of an Infographic 



Third draft Final  



Test. 

Iterate. 

Change. 

Evolve. 



Let’s begin 

www.piktochart.com  

There are many web-based programs that you can use to create infographics. You can use 
PowerPoint to create an infographic; however, many other programs are simple to use 
and offer free versions. Piktochart and Visual.ly are both quite user friendly and are 
available in free or pro (paid) versions.  



Go to www.piktochart.com to login or sign up.  
 
A basic version is available for free or there is a pro version available for a fee.  
Nonprofits can apply for a license at a reduced rate. 

http://www.piktochart.com/


Select the format and theme of how you 

would like to present your information. 

There are many many more 
to choose from… 



Your infographic could look like… 
This or… 

This or… 

This, etc. 

The possibilities are endless! 



Choose a theme to start creating your infographic. 
 

Many themes provide you with a template to enter and organize your information.  



1. Use images more often than words to portray your 

information.  

For example, the 
images surrounding 
the central blue circle 
represent the items of 
interest  that were 
looked at through the 
ACT for CFS food 
security research 
released in November 
2014.  

Tips for Creating Effective Visuals 



There are times when we have a staggering amount of information that 
we can’t present with an image-heavy infographic. These times call for 
styles of design that focus more on the fonts and how they can give your 
infographic a professional look without the clutter of too many images. 
 
Use alternating font sizes to accentuate the data that you want to be seen.  
 

2. Alternating Font Sizes 



When creating an infographic, 
you should start by determining 
what color scheme you would 
like to use. A four color setup 
gives you plenty of creative 
freedom to work with. More 
than that can look a bit chaotic. 
 
For example, this infographic 
uses 2 shades of blue, a green, 
and a pink to create contrast 
between areas.  
 
 

3. Limit to 4 Colours 



4. Use icons to demonstrate the data that you 

are referring to. 

For example, 1 of 4 highlighted 
potted plants demonstrate the 
25% of public schools in the 
Halifax Municipality that have 
a school garden.  

Or 3 of 4 highlighted school 
houses represent the 74% of 
junior and senior public high 
schools that offer a food skill 
development program.  
 



1 of the 5 highlighted houses 
represents that almost 20% of 
household in Halifax are food 
insecure. The apple in the shaded 
households also represents that the 
4 of 5 households that are shaded 
are food secure.  

The 2 of 5 people that are 
highlighted represent Halifax 
residents over the age of 12 that 
reported meeting their daily fruit 
and vegetable requirements.  



5. Use an related object to your information to represent 

data as a graph. 

For example, the apple is used to offer graphic representation of the 
institutions and organizations across Halifax Municipality as having 
policies with community food security components.  



Be sure to have fun and 
be creative! 



http://www.makefoodmatter.ca/

