
On January 9th, 2019 this event was held at Mount Saint Vincent 

University. The Co-creating Equity through Etuaptmumk: Our Food 

was a significant event that brought together both Indigenous and 

Western thinkers. The attendees consisted of Mount staff and 

students, academics from various universities, members of differ-

ent Mi'kmaw communities , Elder Albert Marshall and organiza-

tion members.   

Etuaptmumk, Two-Eyed Seeing, is when you see with one eye the 

strengths of Indigenous knowledge and ways of knowing and from 

the other eye seeing with the strengths of Western knowledge 

and ways of knowing. The afternoon and evening of this event 

focused on the guiding principles of this and how to learn to use 

both of these eyes together for the benefit of everyone.  
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One eye sees with western knowledge 

and one sees with Indigenous 

Knowledge 

The day started with sharing in small groups 

discussing why Two-Eyed Seeing matters to eve-

ryone individually. Robert Bernard then prelud-

ed a brief overview of the culture of Mi'kmaw 

people and their territories in Nova Scotia. Rob-

ert then went on to discuss how Mi'kmaw peo-

ple were affected when colonizers started to 

show up taking over their land and the subse-

quent waves of colonization included residential 

schools. The room took on a somber mood as 

the mistreatment of thousands of Mi'kmaw chil-

dren was discussed and the implications of this 

and the colonization still bring explained by In-

digenous people was discussed.  

History of Mi’kmaw People 

Two-Eyed Seeing Framework 

The main presentation of the day started by showing the many 

faces and organizations that are committed to the learning and 

teaching of Two-Eyed Seeing. The main presentation's theme 

was on how we can change our educational system to include 

the Two-Eyed Seeing Framework. A re-occurring question be-

ing: do we transform by “building” or by “growing” or both?  



Educational 

Change 

Elder Albert Marshall 

shared why this change 

needs to happen. Explain-

ing when people abandon 

their ways of knowing their 

spirit is destroyed. People 

need their spirit, physical 

being, emotions and their 

intellectual being to inter-

act harmoniously.  

To create an integrative science, it is essential to find common ground in the different worldviews. Dr. Bartlett and 

Elder Marshall explained that a culturally inclusive view of science uses pattern-based knowledge shared through sto-

ries about our interactions with and within nature. The use of storytellers as knowledge agents is central to Indigenous 

ways of knowing. 

Four Essentials 

Two-Eyed Seeing involves four main points that are the basis of learning, co-learning, knowledge scrutinization, 

knowledge validation and knowledge gardening.   

Co-Learning is about seeing relationships growth to nurture relational capacities to understand and collaborate, we 

have to learn with and from each other.  

Knowledge Scrutinization focuses on our capacity to see the best in each way of knowing and using this knowledge 

to benefit everyone. Education is needed for reconciliation, but respect is essential and  it is vital to avoid knowledge 

appropriation. 

Knowledge Validation is using peer 

review processes to ensure infor-

mation is correct. In the Mi’kmaw 

eye this involves elders and 

knowledge holders and in the West-

ern eye using researchers and schol-

ars.  

Knowledge Gardening is 'growing' 

our understanding to co-learn and 

to work together. Teachers are re-

sponsible for guiding students to 

reconciliation. This point incorpo-

rates the theme, do we "build" a 

garden or "grow" a garden, or 

both?  

(Left to right: Robert Bernard, Rachel Derrah, Sera Thompson, Dr. Patty Williams, Elder 

Albert Marshall, Chloe Pineau,  Dr. Manfred Egbe, Dr. Jennifer Brady 

In front Dr. Cheryl Bartlett) 
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